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THE 


PREFACE. 


HE following Parapbraſe of the 
Athanaſian Creed having been out 
of Print for many Years, it may not be 
improper to give it another Edition; eſ- 
pectally at this time, wherein the + Sa- 
bellian Hereſy begins to revive, and the 
Eternal Sonſbip of our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt is attempted to be ex- 
plain d away by a modal Diſtinction only 
of the three Perſons in the Godhead ; wwhil/t 
B 2 others 


+ Sabellius held only one ſingle Subſiſtence in the 
Godhead, and no more; and he allowed only a Trinity 
of Names, as of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, and that 
founded in a Trinity of Offices, as that the Father is the 
Creator of all Things; the Son the Redeemer of Man- 
kind; and the Holy Ghoſt the Sanctifier of the Church; 
All which is referr'd only to the Agreement and Conſent 
of the Perſons, 


— 
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others with equal Abſurdity, are labour- 
ing the Eſtabliſhment of Tritheiſm. A.- 
gainſt which Errors there cannot be a 
greater Preſervative, than a right Un- 
derſtanding of the Catholic Truth as con- 
tained in our Creeds, And we hope, it 
may be of Service to ſuch well-meaning 
Chriſtians, as, for want of ſufficient 
Knowledge in Divinity, are apt to be of- 
fended with the Language of our Church, 
many of whom are obſerved to fit down in 
their Seats, or elſe to be filent, when this 
Creed is repeating ; which Irreverence is 
productive of very ill Conſequences, and 
loudly calls for a Reformation. 
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THE 


Cor Ess ON of our Chriſtian Faith, 


| commonly called, The Creed of 
St. Athanaſius, briefly paraphraſcd. 


bolocver will be ſaves, 


or would fix his Hopes 
upon Eternal Life, muſt 
conſider, that befoze all 


things, or in the firſt Place, ft is ne⸗ 
ceſſary (Faith ever going before Practice) 
that he hold, profeſs and maintain the 


Catholic Faith, the Faith which was 
once deliver'd to the Saints, and has been 


fince handed down to us by the univer- 


ſal, or Catholic Church. 


Which 
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Which Faith except every one who 
is of competent Underſtanding, and hath 
not wanted any neceſſary Means of In- 
ſtruction, do keep whole, without tak! 
ing from it, and undefiled, without add- 
ing any impure Mixtures, he will be 
guilty before God of a very great Offence 
in thus abuſing and miſapplying his Ta- 
lents: and if he perſiſt in it to the laſt, 
unrepenting, without Doubt he ſhall 
periſh everlaſtingip. 


Matter of ſo near Concernment, it will 


be proper to declare what the funda- 
mental Faith of a Chriſtian is : 


The Catholic Faith is this, that 
we wozſhip one Hod in a Trinity of 
Perſons, and a Trinity of Perſons in 
the Unity of one God. 


Neither confounding the Perſons, 
by reducing three Perſons into one Per- 
ſon, no? dividing the Subſtance, by 
making as many different Subſtances as 
there are diffetent Perſons. 
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And now, to avoid any Miſtake in a 
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Foz we are to believe that there is 
one Perſon of the Father, another 
Perſon of the Son, and another Per- 
ſon of the Holy Ghoſt : three Perſons 
realy diſtin, and not in Name only. 

But then we are to believe, that the 
Godhead or Divine Subſtance, of the 
Father, of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt is all one, both in Kind and 
in Number, by an unſpeakable Union: 
And that the Glozy of each Perſon is 
equal to the Glory of either of the other 
two, and the Majeſty of all the three is 


coeternal, having no Beginning nor End. 
All the eſſential Attributes of the De- 


ity are common to the three Perſons; in 
reſpect whereof, we are to believe that, 
Such as the Father ts, ſuch alſo is the 
Don, and luch is the Holy Ghoſt. 

To inſtance in Particulars: As the 
Father is uncreate, So is the Son alſo 
uncreate, and the Holy Ghoſt uncre- 
ate. Again, 
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Again, As the Father is incomp2e- 
henſible, So is the Son alſo incompze⸗ 
henſible, and the Holy Ghoſt incom- 
pꝛehenſible. 

And again, As the Father is eter- 
nal, So is tbe Son alſo eternal, and 
the Holy Shoſt eternal. 

And the whole three are diſtinct. 

And pet, becauſe they are diſtinct only, 
and not divided, having one and the ſame 
eternal and inſeparable Duration, com- 
mon to all three, they are therefore, not 
th:ce Eternals, but one Eternal. 

As alſo, and for the ſame Reaſon, 
there are not thiee Jncomp2ehenſt- 
bles, no2 thee Ancreated, (ſince they 
are not divided, neither has any of the 
Perſons any other Uncreatedneſs or Im- 
menſity, beyond what is common to all 
three) but the whole three Perſons are 


together one Uincreated, and one In- 
compzehenſible. 
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So likewiſe, the Father is Al- 
mighty, the Son Almighty, and the 
Holy Ghoſt Almighty: Three Almigh- 
ty Perſons diſtinct. 

And yet, becauſe they are diſlinct only, 
and not divided, and every one has all the 
Almightineſs, and the ſame Almightineſs 


as the three have; they are not thꝛee 
Almighties, but one Almighty, 

So alſo, the Father is God, the 
Son is God, and the Holy Ghoſt is 
God : Three Divine Perſons diſtin&, 

And yet, becauſe they are diſtinct 
only, and not divided, and every one has 
as much Divinity, and the ſame Divi- 
nity as all the three, thep ate therefore 
not three Gods, but one God, 


So likewiſe the Father is Lozd, 


the Son is Lo2d, and the Holy Ghoſt 

is Loꝛd: Lord, Lord, and Lord d:/tin#, 

and of Dominion equally ſupreme. 

And yet, becauſe they are diſtinct on- 

ly, and not divided, and every one has all 

Power and Dominion, and therefore the 
— © ſame 
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ſame Power and Dominion which all 


have; they are therefore, not thee 
| Lods, but one Lozd. 


| Fo? like as we are compelled, or 

obliged, by the Chꝛiſtian Truth or Ge- 
i rity laid down in Holy Scripture, to 
| acknowledge every Perſon diſtinctly, 
1 and by himſelf, to be God and Loꝛd; fo 
| are we kozbidden by the Catholic Re- 
ligion, founded on the ſame Scripture, 
to ſay, there be thꝛee Gods, oz thzee 


Lows. 
Having ſet forth the Union of the 


Perſons, we next conſider their Diſtinc- 
tion: For, tho' the Perſons be aundiv- 
ded, and have the ſame common en- 
tial Attributes ; yet becauſe one Per- 
ſon has Properties which another has ö 
not, and one Perſon is not another; they | 
are therefore not one Perſon, but three | 
| Perſons, | 

| To begin with the Father, he is 
| made ok none, neither created, noz 
1 begotten. He is of none; neither made, 
1 nor created, nor begotten of any. 
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The Son is ok the Father, and of 
him alone: (which diſtinguiſhes him 
ſufficiently. from the Father who 7s of 
none, as well as from the Holy Ghoſt, 
who is not of the Father alone :) But 
then he is not made, noz Created by 
the Father, but begotten of him. 


The Holy Gholt is ok the Father 
and of the Son too: But he is neither 
made, noꝛ created, noꝛ begotten by ei- 
ther of them, but proceeding from both, 
So that as the three Perſons are indiffer- 
ently diſtinguiſhed from all other Beings, 
or Perſons, as being anmade and un— 
created; they are likewiſe diſtinct from 
each other, on account of theſe three 
perſonal, incommunicable Properties, or 
Characters, viz. Unbegotten, Begotten, 
and Proceeding. 

And lo there is one Father, whoſe 
more peculiar Character is Unbegotten, 
or Unoriginate; and there are not thee 
Fathers: And there is one Son, whoſe 
peculiar Character is Begotten, and there 
C 2 are 
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are not thee Sons: And there is one 
Holy Ghoſt, whoſe peculiar Character 
it is to proceed in a particular Manner, 
not thee Holy Ghoſts, 

And in this Trinity, tho' there be a 
Difference of Order, a Firſt, a Se- 
cond, and a Third Perſon, unbegotten, 
begotten, and proceeding; Yet none 
is afo2e 02 after either of the other, in 
reſpect of Time or Duration, none is 
greater 02 leſs than another, in point 
of Dignity or Perfection; but the 
whole thzee Perſons are Coeternal 
together and Coequal. 

So that in all things, as is akoꝛe- 
ſafd, to reſume our firſt Poſition, the 
Unity in Trinity, and the Trinity 
in Unity is to be wozſhipped ; Diſtinct 
without Diviſion, united without Con- 
fuſton, 

Þe therefoze that will be ſaved, 
muſt thus think of the Trinity, in 
Oppoſition to ſuch as endeavour to de- 


prave, corrupt, or deſtroy this true and 
found Notion of it. 


Fur⸗ 


| 
4 
4 
: 
ö 
T7 
4 
2 
EE | 
* 
+ 


C23 ] 

Fuzthermoze, it is neceſſary to 
everlaſting Salvation, that he aiſa 
believe rfghtly, and not after the per- 
verſe Gloſſes, and Corruptions of Here- 
tics, the Jncamnation of ouz Lozd Je- 
ſus Chiilt. 

Foz the right Faith is, that we 
believe and confeſs, that our Lo2d Je- 
ſus Chziſt the Son of God, is not 
Man only without being Gop, (as ſome 
Heretics have pretended ;) nor Gop only 
without being Man, (as others have 


taught ;) but that he is God and Man 
together, both in one, one God-man. 


He is God as being of the Subſtance = 


of the Father, begotten befo2e the 
Wwouds, or before Time: and he is 
Man, as being of the Subſtance of his 
Mother, bozn in the ozld, born in 
Time. 


Perfet God, having the Divine Na- 


ture intire ; and alſo perfett Man, hav- 
ing the human Nature intire in both its 


Parts; 
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Parts; of a reaſonable Soul, and hu- 
man Fleſh ſubſiſting. 

Being thus poſſeſs d of two Natures, 
Divine and Human, he is of Conſe-' 
quence equal ta the Father, as touch- 
ing his Divine Nature, or Godhead; 
and, at the ſame Time, inkeriour to 
the Father, as touching his human 
Nature, or Manhood. 

Who, notwithſtanding, although he be 
God, and Pan alſo, pet he ts not there- 
fore, upon cur Principles, two Chziſts, 
as the Appollinarians ſuggeſted to be the 
Conſequence of our Doctrine ; but he is 
ſtill no more than one Chziſt. 

I ſay, One, not in the Appollinarian 
Senſe of one Chriſt; not by Conver- 
ſion of the Godhead into Fleſh, (a 
monſtrous Thought to ſubject the Di- 
vine Nature to the Weakneſs of the hu- 
man, and to confound both in one) but 
he is one Chriſt, in another Senſe, and 


after a different Way; namely by tak- 
king 


[ 15 ] 
ing the Manhood into God, (that 1s 
to ſay) by aſſuming the human Nature 
into a perſonal Union with the Divine. 

One altogether, not by Confuſion 
of Subſtance Divine and human, but 
by a cloſe and entire Union of two diſ- 
tinct Subſtances in the Unity of one and 
the ſame Perſon. 

Foz, to uſe a familiar Compariſon 
from what we perceive in outſclves; ag 
the reaſonable Soul and Fleſh, (two 
diſtinct Subſtances, and ſo remaining 
even after their Union) is one Man, ſa 
God and Man (two diſtin& Natures, 
and ſo remaining after their Union) fs 
one Chziſt. 

Who, in his human Nature, ſuffered 
fo2 our Salvation, deſcended into 
Hell, role again the third Day from 
the Dead, 

Pe aſcended into Heaven, he ſit- 
teth on the Right Hand of the Fa- 
ther, God Almighty; from whence 
he ſhall come to judge the Quick and 
the Dead, At 


[ 16 ] | 
At whole Coming, all Men ſhall 
rile again with their Bodies, and 
ſhall give Account koz their own 
Morks. 
And they that have done Sood, 


or have lived good Lives, ſhall go into 


Life everlaſting: and they that have 
done Evil, or have lived bad Lives, and 
have not repented, ſhall go into ever- 
laſting Fire. 

This is tbe Catholic Faith, which 
except a Man believe faithfully, hav- 
ing no Part with Heretics, who deny, 
pervert, or deprave it, he is guilty of a 
Breach of Truſt, and of miſ- employing 
his Talents, to the great Scandal of Re- 
ligion, and the Subverſion of Souls; and 
if he perſiſt in ſuch wicked Purpoſes un- 
repenting, he cannot be ſaved in the 
ordinary Way, or upon the ſtanding 
Terms of Salvation laid down in the 
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